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Abstract

This study presents a scholarly analysis and critical investigation of Sulayman the al-
Tajir’s voyage from Bandar Siraf to China—one of the earliest and most significant
geographical and commercial accounts to have reached us concerning the maritime Silk
Road during the 3™ century AH / 9" century CE. The research is based on available
manuscripts and published critical editions, with particular focus on the text preserved and
transmitted by Abll Zayd al-Sirafl in his work *Akhbar al-Stn wa al-Hind (Accounts of
China and India), particularly the manuscript preserved at the Bibliothéque Nationale de
France (BNF), under the catalogue number "Arabe 2281".The study examines the nature
of the textual transmission and the transformations the text has undergone over time, raising
questions about the authenticity of certain additions that may have been introduced by later
scribes or editors—as is the case with the manuscript preserved in the Bibliothéque
Nationale de France (dated 1011 AH /1602 AD). The research centers on the geographical,
economic, and social content documented by Sulayman al-Tajir, including detailed
descriptions of distances between ports, systems of governance in China and India,
religious and social customs, commercial transactions, urban features, and mechanisms for
regulating markets and monitoring prices. The voyage reveals a high level of empirical
knowledge among Muslim travelers and contributes to documenting the dimensions of
cultural interaction between the Islamic world and East Asia and demonstrating the
advanced state of Arab geographical consciousness in the 3™ century AH. The study
recommends further critical editions and comparative research to verify the attribution of
the text to its original author, calling for a rigorous scholarly edition and a reevaluation of
the voyage as a historical and geographical document of considerable significance for
understanding Arab-Asian maritime relations in the medieval period.

Keywords: Travel History, Sulayman al-Tajir al-S1rafi, China, Silk Road, Third Century
AH.
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