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Comparing the National Curriculum with the Self-learning Curriculum in Light

of the Standard of Cognitive Processes and General Information from the Point
of view of kindergarten Teachers

Rozan Abdullah Alobaidi Alaa Ebrahim Kutbi
Teacher and researcher, Master of Curriculum and Assistant Professor of Curriculum and Teaching
Teaching Methods, Faculty of Education, King Methods, Faculty of Education, King Abdulaziz
Abdulaziz University University
ralobaidi0012@stu.kau.edu.sa akotabi@kau.edu.sa

Abstract: The study aims to compare two curricula in the kindergarten stage, namely the current
national curriculum and the previous self-learning curriculum, in terms of optimal inclusion of
cognitive processes and general information standards across different learning paths
(mathematics, science, creative arts, and technology) for preliminary-stage children from the
point of view of their teachers. And it seeks to identify the challenges faced by teachers in
implementing the national curriculum and understand their future aspirations for incorporating
these standards for preliminary-stage children within the content of the national curriculum.
Therefore, a mixed method (sequential explanatory) was used. A questionnaire was used to
collect quantitative data and was distributed to a random sample of 330 female kindergarten
teachers in public kindergartens in Jeddah. After analyzing the responses of the quantitative
sample, personal interviews were conducted with 8 participants, all kindergarten teachers.
These participants were purposefully selected from those who participated in the questionnaire
sample. The results indicated that the previous self-learning curriculum included mathematics
and science paths to a greater extent than the current national curriculum, while the creative
arts and technology paths were integrated to a greater degree in the current national curriculum
compared to the previous self-learning curriculum. The study recommended several
recommendations, the most prominent of which are: consider providing supplemental tools to
apply; developing training programs that improve the level of kindergarten teachers to the best
according to the science path.

Keywords: national curriculum, self-learning curriculum, cognitive processes, and general
information standards.
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