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Prophetic Biography in Early Geographical Sources during the First
Four Centuries of Hijra (1-400 AH / 622-1010 CE): A Critical and
Comparative Examination of Selected Sources

Saleh Abdullah Alzahrani
Umm Al-Qura University - Saudi Arabia
saleh2594@hotmail.com

Abstract

This study explores the Prophetic Biography (Sira) as documented in early
Islamic geographical sources during the first four centuries of the Hijra. It highlights
the historical information these sources provide about the Prophetic Biography,
including associated locations and landmarks. Through a critical comparative
analysis, the research contrasts these geographical texts and the historical texts of
biographies and battles, such as those by Ibn Ishaq, Ibn Hisham, Al-Waqidi, and Ibn
Sa'd. The findings highlighted the nature of the information preserved in early
geography books, such as descriptions of locations and routes, sites of invasions,
and the distribution of tribes, and the architectural and social characteristics of
Mecca and Medina. The study reveals a strong alignment between the locations and
distances in historical narratives and geographical sources, while noting differences
in detail and purpose. Ultimately, it emphasizes the vital role of these geographical
sources in verifying the texts of the Prophetic Biography and accurately establishing
associated locations.

Keywords: Early centuries, Farsakhs, Hejaz, historical geography, Manazil, Mecca,
Medina, Prophetic Biography, Routes and Kingdoms, verification of locations.
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