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Abstract

This study examines S ‘@id al-Sa‘id1’s project of Universal Rhetoric, viewing it as one
of the most significant contemporary attempts to renew rhetorical studies in Saudi
Arabia. It aims to uncover the project’s intellectual foundations and guiding principles,
thereby contributing to the enrichment and development of modern Arabic rhetorical
and critical inquiry. The research is driven by key questions: What is meant by
Universal Rhetoric? What are the principal intellectual and cognitive sources that
shaped its formation? And how are its theoretical conceptions manifested in practice?

The study adopts three interpretive approaches. The contextual approach situates the
project within its broader cultural and rhetorical framework, highlighting its role in
revitalizing rhetorical discourse. The genealogical approach traces the project’s
intellectual and scientific roots, evident in its engagement with classical rhetorical
models such as al-Jahiz’s Bayan model, al-Sakkaki’s tripartite rhetorical system, and
the Badi® model. It also explores new rhetorical conceptions such as obligational
meaning, cultural meaning, contrastive interpretation, and conceptual metaphor. The
systemic approach connects the project’s core propositions to construct an integrated
framework that reveals a vision extending beyond the text toward a universal horizon
linking language, humanity, and existence. By merging the Arab rhetorical heritage
with modern philosophical and intellectual frameworks, the project seeks to expand
rhetoric from a concern with miraculous discourse to a dynamic engagement with
human meaning-making. Ultimately, it establishes a new rhetorical paradigm that
harmonizes authenticity and modernity, positioning rhetoric as a field capable of
addressing contemporary challenges and interpreting human existence in both textual
and cosmic dimensions

Keywords: Rhetoric Renewal — Cosmic Rhetoric — Philosophy — Al-Saedi
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