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Discourse: Jarir’s Poem al-Damigah and Its Antithesis as a Model
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze a social phenomenon prominent in general discursive contexts,
and particularly in poetry of rivalries (shi‘r al-naqa’id), namely fame in its two forms:
advertisement (ishhar) and defamation (tashhir). The study shows that advertisement is
associated with contexts of praise, while defamation appears in contexts of censure, with both
linked to awareness, purpose, value, and the media employed. The significance of the research
lies in addressing a gap in previous studies, which examined advertisement without
considering defamation, or without relating these phenomena to rhetoric in its aesthetic and
persuasive dimensions. The study adopts a rhetorical-argumentative approach, combining
Aristotle’s ethos, pathos, and logos with Perelman’s classification of arguments. The poetry
of rivalries is selected as a distinctive model, specifically Jarir’s poem “Al-Damigah” and its
antithetical counterpart by Al-Farazdaq (“I am Ibn Al-‘Asimin Banu Tamim”), as they
represent a poetic dispute based on advertisement and defamation, suitable for inclusion
within the study of rhetoric .
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