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Abstract

The study seeks to trace the discourse of power and resistance and their forms
through a historical novel that depicted a primitive tribal society in the Asir region in
the nineteenth century, when the area was a target for invaders. The novel portrayed
various modes of power and resistance—discursive, physical, intellectual, and
silent—which the study examined using the archaeological method. It revealed that
the discourses were distributed among honor and lineage, classificatory distinction,
and jihad and resistance, all grounded in religion and customs. Techniques of power
manifested in the disciplinary space, in governmentality practiced through
organization and protection, and in biopower that reproduces knowledge in order to
reproduce the self. Strategies of resistance emerged in cultural and symbolic
resistance, which confronts power with counter and parallel discourses, as well as in
armed resistance that developed through experience, guidance, organization, and
combat tactics. Transformations in the structure of power and resistance became
evident in the struggle for survival.

Keywords: Power, Resistance, Lover, Invaders, Asir Region, Historical Novel,
Archaeological Study, Abdulkarim Al-Shahrani
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