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Slavery in Mecca during 14™ century AH/19™ Century CE
A Study in Social History

Samia S. Aljabry
University of Hail — Saudi Arabia
Samia47474@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research focuses on studying the social conditions of slaves in Makkah during
the 14th century AH / 19th century AD. It explores the routes through which they arrived
from Africa to Makkah and Jeddah, as well as the types of work they were assigned. The
study aims to examine the social status that slaves held within Meccan society, and how
the region of Makkah came to host the largest number of them, ultimately turning into a
major market for the slave trade, known at the time as slave markets (suq al-nakhasah).
It also sheds light on the position of the Ottoman government and the Sharifs (Emirs) of
Makkah regarding this trade.

The research adopts a descriptive methodology, based on documenting and
interpreting events and facts, relying on primary sources and specialized references
related to the topic, including works by European orientalists such as Burckhardt, Didier,
Snouck Hurgronje, and others.

The study concludes by emphasizing the significant and active role that the
enslaved population played in Meccan society, the nature of the relationships between
slave owners and their slaves, and the stance of the ruling powers in Makkah at the time
toward the practice of the slave trade.

Keywords: Mecca, slaves, Hejaz, Ottoman Empire, slave trade tract.
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