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Islam and Muslims in the Accounts of European Travelers in the
Middle Ages: Burchard as a Model

Saada B.A. Alanazi
University of Hail — Saudi Arabia
s.alenaze@uoh.edu.sa

Abstract:

Travel literature 1s considered one of the auxiliary sciences for the
study of History Science. European journeys to the Arab Orient were one
the principal phenomena in the Middle Ages. They were active during the
Crusades. The journey of Burchard (between 673-684H./1275-1285) was
one of the most important of all these journeys.

This study aims to trace the information stated by Burchard about
Islam and Muslims in his journey and it reveals and analyses such
information, in addition to indicating the extent of his objectivity, fairness
and motivations in writing about Muslims. This study adopts the historical,
descriptive and analytical approach.

The study concludes that Burchard has addressed several aspects
about Muslims, their creed, and part of their social, economic and military
life, in addition to their relationship with Orthodox Cristians. Burchard was
characterized with accuracy and objectivity in much of the information he
recorded, without freeing himself completely from the Crusade spirit that
was manifested in his inciting the Westerners calling them directly and
indirectly to come to the East and recover the Holy Lands from the
Muslims.

Keywords: European travelers — Islam and Muslims — The Middle Ages — The
Crusades
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