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Highlights on the importance of oil and its uses in the Abbasid Era
(133-656 AH/ 750-1258 AD)

Dr. Refaa S. al-Ghamdi
King Abdulaziz University- Saudi Arabia
rsaalgamdi@Kkau.esu.sa

Abstract:

This research aims to identify the importance of oil for Muslims during the Abbasid
era, as one of the energy sources used in the military, social and economic fields. It was
divided into three sections that seek to reveal this importance and those uses. The first
section deals with the concept of oil in the Arabic language and terminology. The second
section discusses the extent to which Muslims during the Abbasid era took care of oil,
and its most important military and social uses. Finally, the third section sheds light on
the echoes of the importance of oil in Islamic jurisprudence and Arabic poetry. The
research followed the historical method when dealing with the material of this research,
taking into account the ramifications of the research points and the scarcity of texts and
its distribution over a large number of sources, which required a double effort to grasp the
material, arrange it, compose it and formulate it in an appropriate manner.

Keywords: Oil; incendiary projectiles; Greek fire; governor of oil (wali al-Naft); torches.
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