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Emirate of Al-'Abdin over Mikhlaf Athar in the Last Decade of the 4t
Century AH/10" Century AD in Light of Historical Sources and Islamic
Coins

Dr. Naif Abdullah Al-Sharaan
Currency Department Director
Saudi Central Bank
nsharaan@sama.gov.sa

Abstract :

This study sheds light on the rule of the Banu Tarf family, the rulers of Mikhlaf
Athar in Tehamh, during the historical period extending from the mid-3rd century AH /
9th century AD to the mid-5th century AH / 11th century AD. It focuses on the emirate of
Al-'Abdin, the emirs of Athar, revealing their personalities, determining their historical
period, and the conditions of the Mikhlaf during their reigns. These coins have
significantly contributed to uncovering many historical facts not mentioned in other
historical sources. They have highlighted the history of the Banu Tarf family in Mikhlaf
Athar through inscriptions, names, and titles found on them, leading to important
findings. These findings provide new additions to the history of the Banu Tarf family in
particular and the history of Mikhlaf Athar and the Jazan region during the Islamic ages
in general.

Keywords: Athar, Banu Tarf, Mikhlaf Athar, emirate of Al-'Abdin, Jazan Region.
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Baldwin's Auctions Ltd, Islamic Coins Auction 236, December 2012, Lot
No. 484.
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(38) Baldwin's Auctions Ltd, Auction 83, 24 September 2013, Lot: 5102.
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(40) Baldwin's Auctions Ltd, Islamic Coin Auction 23, 6 December 2012,
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(44) Morton & Eden Ltd, Auction 92, 26 April 2018, lot: 105.
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(48) Baldwin's Auctions Ltd, Islamic Coin Auction 23, 6 December 2012,
lot: 477.
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(51) Balafier, "Monnaies Islamiges des Museesdu Yemen", Tome I, 233'
Spink, Coins of the Islamic World, Auction 27, June, No. 166, Auction 13,
June 1989, No. 107, 108, Sotheby's, Coins and Paper Money, September
1988, No. 168, 169, 170; Baldwin's Auctions Ltd, Islamic Coins Auction 23,
6 December 2012, lot: 478, lot No. 481.
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