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Abstract

This study seeks to deconstruct the ambiguity made by contemporary
orientalism. This ambiguity is related to the current Western attuite towards
Edward Said's Secularist/worldly criticism which they see not fit to what
his claims it is a secularist while he is defending Islam — as calimed - at the
same time. This is in fact a misunderstanding; Said does not defend Islam
rather he critiques the way Islam is not objectively represented in the
Orientalist literature and how was demonised in Western media and culture
based on such misrepresentations. Therefore, the aim of this research is to
review such attuite and to clarify this ambiguity. Also, it explains Said's
concept of secularity/worldliness and his stance regarding Islam in his
studies.

Key words: Islam, Orientalism, Ambiguity, Secularist/worldly

criticism, Edward Said.
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(1) Shelley Walia, Postmodern Encounters: Edward Said And The Writing Of History,
(Cambridge: Icon Books 2001), p 3.
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Edward Said and the Religious Effects of Culture
(Cambridge:'Y.Cambridge University Press, 2000)
: Wl

Islam and The Tyranny of Authenticity: an Inquiry into Disciplinary
Apologetics and Self-Deception (Sheffield, UK: Equinox, 2015)®.

AL P
Culture Counts: Faith and Feeling in a World Besieged (New York: Breif
Encounter Books, 2007).?
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Nathan Hofer (2017): "Review of Islam and the tyranny of authenticity: an inquiry into
disciplinary apologetics and self-deception, by Aaron W. Hughes, Sheffield, UK and
Bristol, CT, Equinox", 2015, p 3.
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® sadik Jalal Al-Azem, Orientalism and Orientalism in Reverse, (Khamasin,1981).

® Scruton, Culture Counts, pp. 79-80.
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