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Abstract:

The title in modern poetry has become an essential and significant component of the
poetic text's structure, serving as the first threshold of connection with the reader and
acting as a fundamental catalyst for the act of critical reading. Based on this critical
perspective, this research delves into the semiotics of the title in the poetry of Saudi
poet Hassan Smeili, aiming to observe the strategies of titling in this poetic experience
that has not received its due share of critical study. The research seeks to examine the
patterns of titling within this experience, study its characteristics, and explore its
aesthetic functions by employing a semiotic approach focused on analyzing the
structural composition of the title and its semantic and pragmatic dimensions. The
objective is to uncover the underlying meanings embedded within the linguistic signs
and their connotations. Consequently, the research is divided into two sections: a
theoretical section that discusses the significance of title thresholds in poetic texts and
defines the terminological concept that forms the basis of the analysis, and a practical
section that statistically tracks stylistic indicators of titling within the studied corpus,
examines its patterns, and highlights the prominent functions performed by the titles.
Among the notable findings of the research is that the titling of poems by Hassan
Smeili aligns with modernist strategies in handling the language of titles and
constructing the architecture of meaning within his poetic texts.

Keywords: Title, Semiotics, Threshold, Hassan Smeili.
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