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Characters in the novel The Last Andalusian. Semiotic study

D. Hoda Al Sheikh Mubarak
Assistant Professor of Literature, Criticism and Rhetoric
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, King Faisal University
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Abstract:

The goal of this research is to study the characters in the novel “The Last Andalusian” by
Ahmed Amin, because of the strong connotations it carries that explain the characteristics of
the “Moresque” personality and the contradictory dualities that plague it. | chose the
“semiotic” approach because it is suitable for studying characters whose times vary but agree
in principle and idea and clarifying the most important obstacles that the “Moorsicans” went
through in their lives and the language of “Aljamiado” through which they concealed their
Islamic religion and demonstrated Christianity as a religion with which they feared the evil of
the Church.

The study pointed out the importance of “semiotics” and its implications in reaching the
personality and understanding its descriptions and its impact on the events that occurred in the
land of Andalusia. The non-verbal signs - which were able to interrogate the text - also
expressed the homeland and the position of the Andalusians after its loss. It described the
condition of the young and old, their regret, and their attempt to preserve the last religious and
cultural monuments on this land.

The relationship between life and death is the main feature in this novel, and this duality is
also linked to sadness, so we can hardly touch an aspect of joy in the stories of the

“Moriscans” and the “Andalusians” who preceded them about the last days before the fall.

keywords: semiotics - personality - sign - Morsican - Andalusian.
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