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The Journey through Egypt in the Diaries Two Voyagers the
Belgian Anselm Adorno (1470),

and the German Arnold von Harff (1497)

Dr. Abdulaziz Abdulah Mohammed Abu Dahesh®
King Khalid University

Abstract

This study aims to discuss the individual experience that both voyagers the Belgian Anselm Adorno and the
German Arnold von Harff had in Egypt, and compare it with other contemporary experiences through
explaining the factors that prompted these travelers to prefer incurring the difficulty of traveling through Egypt
instead of moving directly to Jerusalem via the official and well-organized trip from Venice to Jaffa. The study
also observes the difficulties and dangers these two voyagers faced and how they overcame them. The study
tries to give answers to the following questions: How did they obtain permits that allow them free passage, how
did they deal with port and governmental employees? How did they negotiate with Nile boat sailors, and those
renting donkeys, mules and camel drivers, and finally how did they confront the greed of exploiters bandits, and

deal with the problems of linguistic, cultural and religious differences?

Keywords: European pilgrims, Arnold Harff, Anselm Adorno, Mamluk Sultanate, Voyage to Egypt.

(*)  Abdulaziz Abdulah Mohammed Abu Dahesh, Assistant professor of History, College of Humanities, King Khalid University
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