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Abstract:

This study is concerned with a recent dictionary, namely Al-Ghani Al-Zaher, by Abdul Ghani
Abi Al-Azm, published by the Moroccan Al-Ghani Foundation. The study aims to review the
methodology of this dictionary by describing the lexical approach used by the author in
building the lexical entries. It provides a description of the positive aspects and characteristics
of the dictionary in addition to some limitations, all of which according to the criteria of
lexical authorship. The study also reviews the foundations of the lexical development of the
dictionary, and the extent of its representation of these foundations and lexical development
techniques, in terms of the modern structural, and technical aspects. The study relies on a
descriptive analytical methodology, critical work and comparison with other modern
dictionaries such as the Contemporary Arabic Dictionary of Ahmed Mukhtar Omar, the Basic
Arabic Dictionary of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO), and the Arabic Corpus of King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology, being
some prominent modern linguistic resources. These comparisons aim to reveal the nature of
the dictionary and its importance among modern Arabic dictionaries. The study concludes
with a number of results, most notably: the dictionary distinction in explaining its material
and logic of providing meaning, and its relevance to the modern life and the reality of
language. It also demonstrates the vernacular and local dialects, and benefits from computer
technology in writing and classification. The study also reveals a number of limitations. The
study provides, as a conclusion, a number of recommendations that would improve the lexical
authorship in the Arabic language.

Key Words:

Al-Ghani Al-Zaher Dictionary - Foundations of Lexical authorship - Methodology of Arabic
Dictionaries - Lexical Entries — linguistic Corpus
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