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The relationship of Sharif Hussain ibn Ali with the Committee of Union and
Progress and its impact on security in Mecca
(1326-1334 AH/1908-1916 AD)

Mohammed A. Alskakir
dr.masl717@agmail.com
Qassim University — Saudi Arabia

Noufah L. J. Alanazi
411200363@qu.edu.sa
Qassim University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This study deals with the relationship between Sharif (King) Hussain
bin Ali and the members of the Committee of Union and Progress in Ottoman
Empire and its effect on security at Makkah. It begins with assuming King
Hussain power in Makkah in 1326 A.H./1908 A.D. and the conflicting events
that followed in the conflict between both parties. At first, King Hussain was
pretending to sympathize with the federalists to gain their support in competing
between him and his cousins to take over the Emirate of Makkah. When he got
what he wanted, he began to quarrel with them and opposing their policies that
they wanted to implement in the Hejaz, especially: The Central rule and
abolishing the privileges allocated to Sheriffs and people of Makkah. He also
opposed them in extending the railway from Madinah to Makkah and from
Jeddah to Makkah. While each of them was showing friendliness to each other,
they were hiding opposite and were looking for opportunity to get rid of each
other. The situation continued like that until the first World War broke out in
1332 AH./ 1914 A.D, at beginning of which, King Hussain declared his
neutrality, while the Ottoman Empire sided with Germany and Austria. However,
Britain was able to win King Hussain bin Ali to its side, who declared the
revolution (the Arab Revolt) against the Ottoman Empire. Thus, the relationship
between King Hussain and the federalists ended with the independence of Hejaz
and became under the rule of king Hussain. There is no doubt that this conflict
between them had its effect on security in Makkah between the strength and
weakness, and between control and chaos.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Sharif Hussain ibn Ali, the Committee of Union and
Progress, Mecca, Security.
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