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Expenditures and Provisions in India during the era of the Sultanate of
Dehli (603-689 AH / 1206-1290 AD)

Ahlam S.A. Al-Janabi
ahlam.ali@uoanbar.edu.iq
Anbar University — Iraq

Abstract : The era of the Sultanate of Dehli was one of the most important eras in
the history of Islamic India. Because Islamic influence in India reached its
greatest extent. This sprawling Islamic empire was accompanied by a unique
economic system worthy of study. This study aimed to shed light on one of the
topics of economic history in India during the era of the Dehli Sultanate, which is
the topic of livelihood and expenses. The importance of this topic lies in the fact
that aspects of expenditure and livelihood are considered the pillar of the
economic system of the Sultanate during the study period.The study began with
an introduction that included the importance of the topic, the reasons for
choosing it, its objectives, hypotheses, and divisions, then the first section, which
was devoted to talking about salaries and wages, then the second section, which
was devoted to talking about public expenditures, and finally the third section,
which was devoted to talking about the expenses of the Royal Palace. The study
revealed the variation in wages and salaries in the Sultanate according to the
sultans’ economic policies, as well as the sultans’ keenness to save expenses for
public services and projects that serve their subjects. The most prominent results
of the study were that salaries, especially the salaries of senior men of the
Sultanate and those close to the Sultan, were paid indirectly from the state, in the
form of fiefs, and this method was mostly to reduce the pressure on the
Sultanate’s treasury to provide cash compensation to cover the salaries of the
Sultanate’s senior employees. While the salaries of junior employees were given
to them in the form of cash, the policy of the Sultans of Dehli was also
characterized by attention to public expenditures, considering that it was one of
their duties imposed on them by the principles of governance on the one hand,
and as it contributed to enhancing economic activity in the Sultanate on the other
hand.

Keywords: India, Sultanate of Delhi, expenditures, provisions, wages, salaries.
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