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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the philosophical paradigms of scientific research and their
applications to applied linguistics and language teaching. Particularly, this study discusses the
positivist, the post-positivist, the pragmatist and the interpretive paradigms. This study also
overviews the main dimensions of the philosophical paradigms, such as the existential
dimension, the epistemological dimension, methodology, and scientific research methods in
each paradigm. In this study, the researcher reviews of the relative literature to philosophical
paradigms of the scientific research. He also supports this study with a clarification of the
paradigms are used in applied linguistics and teaching languages; especially, how a researcher
identifies the appropriate type of paradigms to his research, and where he should embark on his
research.

Keywords: Positivism, Post-positivism, Interpretivism, Pragmatism.
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