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Abstract

Substantial growth and planning for creating sustainable tourist activity is one of the leading
global economic and social phenomena in the twentieth century. Thus planning for the
development and sustainability of this sector has become a target for countries that seek to
ensure the sustainability of this sector, given its significant contribution to the improvement of
the economic status and service sector at the present and in the future. Given the fact that Saudi
Arabia enjoys a variety of natural resources, the authorities have given this activity much
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attention. The significance of this sector emerges in its important contribution to the national
income, given that the number of tourists reached 18,000,000 in 2014, with financial revenues
totaling up to $ 16 billion, accounting for 36.20% and 32 %, respectively, in the Middle East.
However, despite of efforts to the development of tourism in general and maritime tourism in
particular, and efforts exerted for the development of Aseer region, especially its coastal strip,
these touristic sites are still suffering from a number of constraints inasmuch as tourist activity
is concerned. This study sought to highlight the natural and human potentials of beach tourism
along the coasts of Aseer, employing GIS & RS to explore the topographical and geological
potentials of this region and to highlight the opportunities and challenges of this activity. For
this purpose, an objectively verifiable descriptive and analytical approach has been adopted to
glean digital data extracted from DEM visuals to build a digital model by utilizing geological
and topographical maps and other statistical methods to analyze the study data. Finally, the
study concluded that the coasts of Aseer region are characterized by diversity and unique
locations that are suitable for a variety of maritime and terrain tourist activities. The study
recommends building a comprehensive database for ecological and touristic activities. The
study also recommends the dissemination and naturalization of tourist activities and tourist
services and suggests expediting the construction of infrastructure projects intended to connect
the region to its fullback. Recommended also is that authorities should pay more attention to the
marketing of tourism in the region.

Keywords: tourism services, tourism geography, GIS applications, remote sensing, Coasts of
Aseer, Saudi Arabia.
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