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Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the opinion of science teachers in middle schools in Kuwait
in terms of their understanding of ecological concepts in science textbooks, and how these
views vary depending on both sex and experience. The descriptive method of research was used
as being appropriate to addressing the questions and hypotheses of the study. The study sample
was comprised of 60 teachers (30 males and 30 females) working in middle schools with varied
years of experience (27 teachers with less than 5 years’ experience; 33 teachers with more than
5 years’ experience). The teachers were administered a questionnaire to tap into their opinions.
Statistical methods utilized mean scores, and an independent t-test. Results showed a low level
of teachers’ understanding of environmental concepts in terms of their content and the
importance of instruction into these concepts as perceived by science teachers. Findings also
showed a lack of significant differences between male and female teachers of science in all
dimensions and the overall mean score of informants’ responses to the questionnaire, as well as
a lack of significant differences in the views of science teachers that may be attributed to
experience levels (for teachers with more than 5 years’ experience) and the views of science
teachers (with experience levels less than 5 years) on all dimensions and the total score of the
questionnaire.
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