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Abstract

Military creed or the Soldier's Creed is a new term in the contemporary lexicon of modern
armies, bearing several meanings. It is seen as a military strategy delineated by political leaders
to demonstrate the official ethos of a state and to be adopted by its army. It may also be
associated with the religious or intellectual ethos adopted by the ruling party or the political
group in power. It may also be defined as the basic ideology of an army, or the guidelines that
define the performance of troops in the battlefield. The NATO as well as other armies of the
advanced Western countries created an amalgam of definitions for a soldier's creed. However,
any definition of such a creed includes both values and tactics. This article is restricted to the
study of values as a definition of the soldier's creed. This definition covers the precepts and
higher values that guided the conquests run by the rightly guided caliphs. The value system in a
military creed is the essence of all precepts that guide an army through any military conflict.
Military creeds in world armies are known to emanate from the interests of nations
premeditated by their intellectual; therefore, some of these creeds are right whereas others are
wrong, and all are subject to change by time like legislations. Albeit, an Islamic military creed
emanates from the Qur'an and the Sunna. An Islamic military creed is grounded in confidence
and stability and it seeks after sublimity. The goal of jihad in Islam is well grasped by a little-
ranked soldier, let alone a high-caliber general. The goal is to render high the Word of God; i.e.,
the spread of Islam as dictated in the Qur'an and traditions of Prophet Mohamed. In the era of
the rightly guided caliphs, conquests had as its sublime goal the guiding of people to the right
path of Islam. Atheist peoples got the message and swiftly converted to Islam by leaps and
bounds in a short while. Adopting a similar creed as the one by early soldiers of Islam guided
by the Sunna is an important procedure for modern Muslim armies at a time the image of Islam
and jihad has been distorted either by hostile media or the irresponsible, ignorant behaviors of
some Muslim jihadists. The article also highlights the goals of Jihad from the perspective of
early Muslim conquerors dealt with according to a recognized historical approach grounded in

text analysis, comparison and critique.
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