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Spatial Analysis of Meat Industry in Saudi Arabia

By
Huda Mansour Alturky
Associate professor of Human Geography, PNU

Abstract

Meat, of all kinds, is an important and vital nutrient in human nutrition. Despite the influence of
customs and traditions on the consumption patterns of the population in the Kingdom and their
preference for local meat, there are developments that began to spread, using processed meat
and preserved meat. The meat and poultry industry in KSA, which is one of the most important
ingredients of meals in the country, has evolved; animal food accounts for about 17% of the
average per capita needs per year. The number of local meat factories in the Kingdom until the
end of 2016 about (44) factories. The study aims at providing statistics of the Saudi meat
factories, their development and growth, as well as analyzing the geographical distribution of
this industry in the cities of the Kingdom, studying patterns of meat industry, and determining
the economic factors affecting the meat industry. This study showed that the meat industry
started in 1968 with only two manufacturers, more then 45 years ago, until 44 factories were
established in 2016, employing 18576 workers and investing 877.4 million riyals with an
annual production capacity of 2186620 tons. Most of the meat factories in the Kingdom are
large, both in terms of the capital invested and the labor force, while 13.6% are medium (25%)
for the labor force. The majority of meat factories are large in size, and the geographical
distribution is similar to that of most of the factories, with a combined pattern in some cities:
Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam, and industry. Meat is still in the process of service, and has not yet
reached the industrial stage because of the unavailability of raw materials. The study
recommended that plants should be settled near the markets because meat is one of the most
food items that are exposed to corruption. The distribution of new factories should be
established in the north and the south to contribute to regional development in these regions.
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