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Language Attrition in Modern Linguistics Research: Implications
for Standard and Vernacular Arabic

By
Dr. -

Abstract

This research presents the debate and controversies about language attrition in Applied
Linguistics, and the related terminology that have emerged in the midst of this discussion. This
linguistic debate is linked to the Arabic language situation in the Arab World, which is known
as diglossia (the existence of standard and vernacular). It also discusses the implications of this
phenomenon at both levels of formal and informal language use. The paper concludes that
ignorance or suppressing the vernacular might have a side effect on both linguistic levels. It also
suggests studying, not teaching, the vernacular as a deviant from the standard and can be
considered as learner errors — an issue which warrants further research. At the end of the paper,
the researcher recommends not neglecting one level nor scarifying it for the other.

Keywords: Diglossia, language attrition, vernacular, standard.
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