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Exploring the Effectiveness of the Ego and the Id
in the Mural of Mahmoud Darwish:
an Intertextual Study

By
Dr. Souad Sherif

University Centre of Ahmed bin Yehya Al-wansherisi, Algeria

Abstract

The duality of the ego and the id works as an important central idea in contemporary Arabic
poetry as it contains conflict, disagreement, harmony, and agreement. Cultural criticism works
to develop the function of opposite and opposing diodes to activate and enrich the text and to
involve the reader in deciphering the codes of this connection. Contemporary poetry has been
concerned with questions about the problem of identity and self and the formation of the human
being and has tried to provide implicit or explicit answers. Therefore, questions about what the
ego is, how it has been shaped, how the ego relates to the id and how do they both contribute to
the formation of this self and whether and when the ego is effective and not not affected by the
id formed material for research in this study. To illustrate the features of this duality, we chose
Mahmoud Darwish's mural because of its diverse and attractive manifestations of study and
analysis. The reseracher tried to critique the choices of Mahmoud Darwish culturally,
religiously, historically, and literally, which formed a central focus of the text. This analysis
further sought to explore the effectiveness of the ego and its relationship to the id as the basis of
self-formation and component component of identity, where the poem contains a set of binaries
determined by the parameters of the creative self and experiences of life and vision of existence.

Keywords: ego, other, culture, vision, identity, mask.
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