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The Crystallization of the Poet's Self as a Reflection of the Other
in Mahmoud Darwish's Poem The Dice Player

By
Dr. Taher M. Aljaloob

Associate Professor of Literary Criticism,
College of Humanities, King Khalid University

Abstract

The study started from the hypothesis that the last poem written by Mahmoud Darwish -
entitled "The dice player" - saw a constructive transformation worthy of critical questioning;
where the other received the counter-tagged opposite to its fabric to dictate to the poet's self
how to form his poetic rhetoric according to his own law of dominance, irrespective of the
marginal, émigré, and cracked lot the poet is destined. In addition, this transformation was not
meant to declare the poet’s compliance with any artistic authority, and hence to witness his trial,
his whipping, and overall his symbolic defeat, as was repeated in most of his previous poems.
The nature of the subject required the researcher to seek illumination in the mechanisms of the
discourse of poetry - according to the theories of the French critic Henry Mishonic - tagged in
the questioning of the text to take into account his relationship with the structure of the poet.
The study began its course in verifying that the poet's self had formed three levels of
composition in the poem "The Dice Player" as formed by the opposite other or according to the
law of his dominion. These levels are: place of residence, social fabric and personal relations.
The study revealed the reasons behind this remarkable structural transformation, which was
seen in the structure of the poem "The Dice Player", which is the conclusion that the defeats,
and the refractions influencing the poet's self within the text are close to his physical experience
at the moment of writing outside the territory of his self. Mahmoud Darwish wrote this poem
before his death as his body was witnessing his fall, and eventually his death; it came as a
declaration of his collapse between two fierce adversaries: one is this opposite other and the
other is death, unlike the previous poems, which were written in his earlier phases of his safety
and physical fitness. The case being thus, this comparison revealed how strong the poet’s
crystalizing self stood against the opposite other within the structure of the poet’s discourse.

Keywords: Crystalization; the poetic self; the other; The Dice Player.
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