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Manifestations of the 'Other' in the Saudi Novel
By
Dr. Mohamed Yehya Abu Melha
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language &
Literature

Abstract:

This paper aims to help us understand the other much better. This
understanding will make us well aware of the other, and by the other, I
mean the Westerners. Before exploring this other and getting to
understand who this other is, the article endeavours to explore oneself.
There is, indeed, an ontological correlation between oneself and the other.
That is to say, one cannot exist unless contrasted by others. The art of
novel is the carrier of ideology as it can present one's and others' ideas in
alignment. This paper, thus, presents an investigation of the
manifestations of the other in Saudi written narratives, critically
presenting an evaluation of some example Saudi novels in which the other
manifested himself negatively or positively. Therefore, the paper comes
in two sections: Section 1 deals with the negative manifestations of the
other while section 2 presents the positive manifestations of this other. In
the introduction to this article, the author presents the research aims,
terminology, the research outline and methodology and significant prior

studies while in conclusion, the author sums up important findings.

Keywords: Modern literature, literary studies, narrative studies, novel,
Saudi novel
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