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The Female Image from Scheherazade’s Long Narratives
to the Intensified Novella: Rhetoric Unfolds Succinctness
By
Abdullah Ahmed Hamed
Associate Professor of Literary Criticism, department of Arabic
Language & Literature
King Khalid University at Abha

Abstract:

This paper conjures up the image of the woman in the prolixity of
long novels well established in the culturo-critical mentality up to the
modern age in which this image still haunts modern research on female
creative narration. The author argues this notion of prolixity versus
succinctness in the novel by discussing how female novelists have dealt
with the genre of novellas - a new genre of narratives in the Arabic arena.
The study tackled this novella art from different perspectives in a
specimen of Arab countries. It did so through analyzing the narrative
structure of some texts that dealt with man as an extension of the
historical masculine heritage featured in some feminist critiques accusing
man of excluding, marginalizing and abusing women. Consequently, this
masculine narrative is now confronted by a new feminist succinct novel
genre owned by woman novelists, thus bringing forth equilibrium to the
masculine-feminine conflict in the art of narrative. At the theoretical
level, the paper tackles some controversial methodological issues raised
by critics when they discuss feminist issues and the critical and artistic
repertoire of women.

Kevwords: Scheherazade’s Long Narratives. Intensified novellas -
rhetoric - Feminist creative narratives - narrative structure - Masculine
heritage - Literary criticism.
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