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Yemeni Novel: Chronological-Thematic Categorization and
Narrative Employment in the Works of the Novelist
Muhammad Abdul Wali

Abstract:

For almost eight decades, Yemeni novel discourse, similar to other Arab
narrative discourses in successive periods, has been trying to establish a
special entity with distinctive features. This study attempts to describe the
Yemeni novel discourse development in five stages namely, the
pioneering phase, the establishment phase, the genre-defining phase, the
revival phase, and finally the experimentation phase. That last phase took
place in the nineties and is considered the last chronological
categorization stage as the study suggests. Moreover, the Yemeni novel
discourse in its quest has addressed multiple topics and contents,
beginning with the reform issues, then political issues, social issues,
historical issues, travel literature issues, biographical narrations, and
emotional issues. These contents are not arranged in a particular order.
They rather exist in different forms in a number of novels. This study has
referred to all of them very briefly. It has outlined their most prominent
features by overviewing those novels and summarizing their contents
through tracing and continuous reading of the novel works. The present
study has referred to the most problematic aspects of the Yemeni novel in
its current status, its most fundamental issues and then it dealt with the
experience of one of its key figures during the phase which is called in
this research the genre-defining stage. The experience of the great
novelist and storyteller Muhammad Abdul Wali was presented as a model
for a mature novel in form and content. The findings of this study have
proved that Muhammad Abdul Wali is a true representative of this phase
in terms of gradual categorization and topics including the political and
social aspects through discussing the immigration issue which is mostly a
result of a certain political situation as in the novel “Sanaa: an open city”,
or a social situation as in the novel “They die aliens”. The major finding

\Y



pY YO oA VETT (V) 2l (Y) alaal) Ly a glall AMA Gllal) daaly s

A8l e caa (ilg 0 Jlac (3 Aol ks gillg (3he g 3119 i 3 coionl Aol At

of the study is that Muhammad Abdul Wali in characterizing these
contents competently employed the technique of inherited storytelling
through a number of folk tale features, thus achieving a relationship
between a modern art, namely “novel” and fundamental arts existing in
the Arab storytelling heritage using a specific style representing a full
stage, namely “the genre-defining” stage which is considered as one of
the most important stages in the development of the Yemeni novel.
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Gerhardt, Mia: The art of story- Telling: Aliterary study of the thousand
and one nights. (Leiden:Brill,1963).
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