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Reflective thinking and critical thinking at King Khalid
University students, according to sex and specialization

Abstract :

The present study aimed to identify the different levels of reflective thinking
and critical thinking in King Khalid University students and the differences
between them attributable to gender and specialization. The researcher used a
standardized and Arabicized version of the Ysenck & Weilson
Reflectiveness Scale (YWRS) to assess reflective thinking. The YWRS
consists of 30-Likert scale items on a continuum of agreement and
disagreement to tap into the reflective thinking perceptions of the sample.
Watson& Glaser critical thinking Appraisal was also used ,this test consists
of 132 items Within five sub-tests are: knowledge of assumptions, interpretation,
evaluation of arguments, elicitation, conclusion. The experimental sample
was comprised of 80 students (40 male 40 female) to check the validity and
reliability coefficients of the test, and later, the test was applied to the main
sample comprised of 450 students (239 males and 211 females) . Results
showed statistically significant differences at o < 0.01 in reflective thinking
among university students to the advantage of scientific colleges. However, it
turned out that there were no statistically significant differences attributable
to the variable of gender. The results also showed no statistically significant
differences at the level of a <0.01 in reflective thinking among university
students attributable to the interaction between specialization and gender. As
the results showed statistically significant differences at a < 0.01 in critical
thinking among university students in science colleges, and show statistically
significant differences at the level of o < 0.01 in critical thinking attributable
to gender, for the benefit of female students, there appeared no statistically
significant effects of interaction between specialization and gender. The
results also showed that there is a moderately positive correlation statistically
significant at o < 0.01 between reflective thinking and critical thinking,
where the Pearson correlation coefficient was 51.0. The study proposed a set
of recommendations pertinent to the present research such as developing
curriculum and teaching strategies commensurate with the findings of the
present study, and conducting further research on reflective thinking and
critical thinking in Saudi universities as related to a number of other
variables not investigated in the present study.

Keywords: reflective thinking, critical thinking, thinking, Saudi Arabia
Universities, King Khalid University students.
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