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Toward improving the shopping environment in the traditional
commercial streets of the Saudi cities — the case of Prince
Bandar bin Abdulaziz Street in AlIKhobar

Abstract:

Many shoppers refrain from visit the traditional commercial streets in
Saudi cities, and they prefer to shop in closed large commercial
complexes because they have air-conditioning and amenities. The paper
aims to improve the shopping environment in commercial streets in the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia Cities, Prince Bandar bin Abdulaziz Street
known as Alsoiket Street in Alkhobar in eastern province was chosen as a
case study. The study adopted the descriptive documentary survey
research methods. The study consisted of four parts. The first Part
introduce and highlights the methodology of the study,its aim and
objectives, scope and research method. While the second part devoted to
the literature review related to revitalizing commercial streets in the
CBD's and global experiences. Third part analyzesthe current status of
Prince Bandar Street. And part four of the study devoted to final
conclusions and recommendations.The findings showed that Prince
Bandar Street in its current situation lacks public services, car parking in
addition to that, cultural activities non-existent in the street, and there is
place for sitting for the rest times, while there is a vacant land and
dilapidated buildings which can be used for development. The study
suggested that the street to be used for pedestrians only, and the similar
commercial activities in the street should be near each other such as gold
shops; in order to have time for shoppers to compare between the various
commodities and goods. In addition to that the study suggests places for
children to play, and shades to protect people from the heat of the sun.

Keywords:

Traditional commercial streets,City Development, Rehabilitation,City
Centers. Pedestrian Streets,cAlkhobar, Saudi Arabia.
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