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Documenting the Discovery of Milestones
on the Caravan Route between Makah and
Medina Using GPS and GIS

Abstract:

In the spring of the year 1426H (2005G) within a research project that
extended for more than 10 years to trace, document and record the
features of the "Hijrah" (Migration) Route of Prophet Mohammed (Peace
Be Upon Him) using modern methods and techniques; in one of the
several field visits to the Historical Convoys Route in Hejaz Province,
when passing through some parts of the Convoys Route which are still
currently uninhabited unpaved path, for the purpose of comparison with
the Prophet's Hijrah Road, the researcher found a marble stone with a
distinct shape fixed in the ground. This stone aroused attention as it has
been fixed in a manner with intended meaning. When the researcher
found similar marks repeatedly fixed along the pathway with a definite
relationship, a project has immediately begun to investigate those
landmarks. After reading through geographical and historical literature,
the researcher came to conviction that those tags were purposely fixed
milestones placed along the tracks of the convoys to signify distances and
save directions. This paper presents the results of the research project
aimed at documenting this discovery of a large number of milestones
interlocking and sequential in a clear relationship that defines part of the
"Hejaz Convoy Route," called in some history books the "Prophets Path"
or the "Great Avenue." The research data has been extracted from
secondary sources basically through reviewing previous literature in the
subject of study. In addition, primary sources have been used as well as,
basically through frequent visits to the study site, covering the distance
between Mecca and Medina.The paper consists of a general introduction,
five main parts, summary of findings and final recommendations. The
introduction contains a quick background on the discovery and its
significance, research objectives, data collection and analysis methods,
and structure of the study. Part I defines related concepts and terms as
found in the Islamic heritage literature, as contained in the Qur'an and
Hadith, and as explained in some history books. Then the Part II sets up
the basis methodology and processes to tackle the discovery. Then Part 111
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deals with the characteristics of individual detected milestones (materials,
forms, and methods of installation). Part IV displays the collective
properties of all discovered milestones (distance between each milestone
and the other, position and coordinates, linear relationship between them).
Part V attempts to set the relationship of path of the discovered
milestones with the Convoys Route (currently known among local guides
living and knowing the road). The paper ends with a summary of findings
and recommendations highlighting the contributions expected from this
discovery and how to maintain it and invest it scientifically and
practically, locally and globally.

Keywords:

Prophetic Biography, Distance Measurements, Milestones, Historical
Routes, Hejaz Convoy Route, Prophets Path, The Great Avenue, Hejaz
Region, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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