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Zanzibar and the Coast of Eastern Africa During the reign
of His Highness Said bin Sultan AlbuSaidi

(VAT —YAYY/ A NYVY VY EA)

Abstract:

The Arabs of southern Arabia were the first of Arabs who communicated with
and immigrated to the eastern coast of Africa, due to the geographical vicinity.
Seasonal winds played a central part in facilitating those immigrations. The
emergence of Al Bu Saidi state (how Oman) there showed a great interest in the
African coast. This reached the peak when Sultan Said acceded to the throne
(1832AD/1240H), marking Oman’s flourishing and historical era. The Sultan
transferred his seat of power to Zanzibar on the African coast, and his reign
extended to almost fifty years.

Keen on developing trade with the U.S, Britain and France, the Sultan signed
commercial and friendship treaties with them. His strong international
relationships flourished, and brought economic prosperity to Oman in general,
and to Zanzibar in particular.

Zanzibar become the main commercial hub of providing the world with cloves.
Besides, caravans became active, carrying the region’s exports of ivory, slaves
and gum. Immigration consequently increased.

With the increasing waves of immigration to the African coast, Zanzibar became
an important Islamic center, from which Islam and the Islamic civilization spread
to the depth of the African continent.
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Kelly, J.B., Britain and Persian Gulf, 1795-
1880, (Oxford, 1968), P.69
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Gray, J.M., The British in Mombasa, 1824-
1826, (Oxford, 1968), P.16.
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