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The questions of “reading” and their role in establishing a
new approach to the act of “reading”

Abstract:

This study attempts to answer the fundamental and central questions of reading,
namely: “What do we read?”, “How do we read?”, and “Why do we read?”” These
questions are based on the Quraanic text that established existence and
established the world as well. This research attempts to investigate the semantic
implications and dimensions of the directive divine discourse which I have called
the inauguration of prophecy project in the Chapter ofalalq (the clot). It also seeks
to find out answers to the above-mentioned fundamental reading questions on the
basis of the direct meanings and indirect connotations of the divine order “read”.

The research issues have been divided into four themes preceded by an
introduction or a preface. The three questions of reading are presented separately.
Moreover, the study presents the significance, dimensions, and importance of
these questions in directing the “reading” track and in opening or closing reading
prospects. The first theme of the study deals with “the openness of reading
prospects”; the second theme deals with “the openness of reading sites”; and the
third one discusses “the openness of reading functions” followed by the last
supplementary theme that deals with “the openness of reading levels”. Five
levels of reading are presented in the last part of the study. The first level is called
“mastery reading”; the second level is named “performance reading”; the third
level is named by the author as “cognitive reading”; the fourth one is labelled as
“critical reading” level; and the last level is named “reading for pleasure”. The
study concluded with results and recommendations followed by a list of the
references cited.
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