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Abstract:

This study analyzes the referential naming strategy used by the poet Ziyad Al-Ajam in
his violent poetic discourse, as he focused on three patterns of the selected names:
Persons' names, categorical names, and the combination of these two designations. The
poet linked these names to linguistic, social, and historical references that define the
identities and characteristics of the names' recipients, shed light on the full implications
behind them, and presented them as models of values and behaviors that can be
generalized to individuals and groups who share similar designations. The names and
categories with negative connotations that have been analyzed in this research are
associated with a number of features that form individual and collective identities of the
recipients. These features include useless selfish authority, life disruption due to chronic
psychological and physical problems, meanness, humiliation, shortage, fraudulent
pedigree, similarity to animals that follow their basic instincts, and lack of noble religious
and social values. The research allows the reader to understand the viewpoint of the
Umayyad poet Ziyad Al-Ajam and his cultural vision regarding referential naming as an
important aspect of human communication.

Keywords: Ziyad Al-Ajam, referential strategy, labels, poetic violence.
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