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The scientific journey from al-Mukhalaf Sulaimani (Jazan region) to
Mecca during the 10" and 11™ centuries AH

Prof. Muhammad Mansour al-Hawi
King Khalid University- Saudi Arabia
mmbhawi@kku.edu.sa

There is a close connection between the religious standing of Mecca
and its association with the ritual ad duties of Islam. The attachment of
Muslim hearts to it had the greatest impact on being one of the most
important cities of knowledge and learning in Islamic world as a whole.
Crowds of students and scholars, from its people and mujawirin, and those
coming from the Islamic lands, flocked to its surroundings, and to the
corners of the al-Masjid al-Haram, and gathered in the circles of learning.
Therefore Mecca became the destination of the hearts of those who wanted
to combine the performance of rituals and seeking learning in the circles of
sheikhs and scholars.

The students of al-Mukhalaf Sulaimani —the Jizan region- were not in
isolation from this movement and scholarly activity. Rather, Mecca’s close
connection with al-Mukhalaf, geographically, socially and economically, as
well as the availability of the possibilities to travel to it, had the effect of
making Mecca a destination for them to win the two good ones: to fulfill the
rituals and seek knowledge. The prominent al-Mukhalaf’s poets had close
contact with the noble rulers of Mecca; they praised them and received their
prizes and care. It is certain that these links have contributed to the
permanent journey from al-Mukhalaf to Mecca through the Islamic periods,
although its features began to become clear during the 10" and 11"
centuries AH. The journeys of the sons of al-Mukhalaf continued to Mecca
for Hajj and the mujawarah and seek knowledge. This research tries to trace
these journeys, with reference —as much as the available evidence allows- to
the contribution of these scholars and students to the scientific activity,
whether in Mecca, or in al-Mukhalaf after returning to it.

Keywords: Scientific journey; al-Mukhalaf Sulaimani; Mecca; 10" and
11" centuries AH.
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