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Agricultural products in the Andalusian markets and the supervisory
role in their marketing through risalat Ibn ‘Abdiin fi al-qada’ wal-hisba

Ahmad M. Abu Zoaah
King Khalid University- Saudi Arabia
aabuzoaah@kku.edu.sa

This research deals with agricultural products in the Andalusian
markets as reflected by risalat Ibn ‘Abdiun fi al-qada’ wal-hisba. In this
treatise, Ibn ‘Abdiin refers to a number of these products, methods of their
marketing, and the related important supervisory role of khitat al-hisba in
regulating and following-up these products in markets. Ibn ‘Abdn tries to
show the errors existing in this process to improve the quality of product, to
fight fraud, to organize a well-relationship between the seller and the buyer.
Since agricultural production, starting from farmer’s marketing to the role of
merchant and the consumer, needs controls and means of preventing fraud,
Ibn ‘Abdiin, with the eyes of the skilled expert, was interested on the details
of commercial activity, and therefore his treatise is an important source for
social and economic life in al-Andalus during the fifth century AH.

Keywords: al-Andalus; Ibn ‘Abdin; 5™ century AH; agricultural
products; hisba; Andalusian markets.
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