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The Technical Definition in Both Arabic and English: A Contrastive Seman-
tic Study

Dr Yousif lliyan

King Khalid University- Faculty of Science and Arts Bisheh

Summary

This study deals with proverbs. sayings and idiomatic expressions spoken
in Arabic and English.

It shows that idiomatic expressions were not used as such in early Arab
Linguistics «as linguists of that era did not disassociate idioms from proverbs
spun. or context of sitnation etc.

While such was the case with the early Arab linguistics. the modern western
linguistics have shown wider scope in this topic and included idioms or idi-
omatic expressions in many specialized dictionaries. Arab libraries however:
are still poor with such studies.

The study also shows that an idiomatic expression is a semantic unit. It can be
replaced by synonyms. homonyms and antonyms. The study focuses on top-
ics like kinds of idiomatic expressions: similarities and differences between
Arabic and English: and reasons that make people use idioms quite often.
It also shows the reasons why translation of idiomatic expressions is not a
simple practice. The study draws attention that those who translate idiomatic
expressions must be bi-lingual and bi-cultural in terms of the source and
target languages. ‘
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