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Al-Amir al-Musaffar in the State of Mamluk Sultans
(648-923A.H/1250-1517A.D)

Sami S. Abdulla Al-Makazeem
King Saud University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This research deals with one of the important functions in the era of the Mamluk state. It
is the function of al-amir al-Musafar, who would accompany governors and new employees
traveling to their workplace. This function has gained special importance for the Mamluks,
and some sources even consider it one of the important functions on which the royal rules
are based, and that any defect that befalls it is considered a violation of the law of the state.
Thus, this research deals with the function in terms of its definition, the conditions for
selecting its occupant, the tasks assigned to it, the most prominent of the Mamluk princes
who assumed it, and the amount of salary that he receives. The research concluded that
although the function of al-amir al-Musafar was always present in the Mamluk court, it was
not activated permanently unless there was a need for it, and it was often assigned to
princes of high status in the Mamluk court, and this status is graded according to the status
of the person required to accompany him on travel.

Keywords: Mamluk sultans; Mamluk Diwan; al-amir al-Musafar; Travel fees.
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