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Economic features of Makkah in the Travels of lbn Jubayr
“Tazkirah bil Akhbar‘an Itfaqat al-Asfar”
579 AH /1182 AD

Dr. Mody Abdullah Al-Sarhan
King Saud University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract

Travels” writing occupied a great place in Arabic and Islamic literature, as it reflected
the importance of an indispensable source for those who engage in research in the Arab-
Islamic heritage, as it contained information, knowledge and facts of great importance,
especially for those who deal with topics in the civilizational aspect in its various
sections, economic, social and cultural. From this point of view, this research will
address some of the economic observations made by Ibn Jubayr al-Kinani during his
Travel to the Mecca in the summer of 579 AH. One of the first sources from which we
can derive fertile material about economic activity in Mecca during the last decades of
the sixth century AH / twelfth century AD.

This research discusses the concept of the travels and its place in Arabic literature,
and then introduces Ibn Jubayr al-Kinani and his travel that he wrote in his book
"Tazkirah bil Akhbar‘an Itfagat al-Asfar", then access to the valuable economic notes
made by Ibn Jubayr during his stay in the Hijaz in terms of commercial, industrial and
agricultural terms, from Where the types of commodities available, their prices, the
value of the currency, as well as the crops of orchards and crops, the nature of
agricultural land and the means of irrigation, as well as the industrial crafts and their
owners.

Keywords: Ibn Jubayr, Makkah, Trade, Agriculture, Prices, Goods, Currency
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