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Concealment of Wealth in the Mamluk Era
(648-923AH/1250-1517AD)

Dr. Sami S. Abdulla Al-Makazeem

King Saud University - Saudi Arabia
salmakazeem@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research will address the phenomenon of wealth concealment in
the Mamluk state: its causes, events and results, in order to identify the
types of wealthy people and their jobs, the motives behind their wealth
concealment, the ways and methods for that, the means led to their finding
and detection, and their fate after confiscation. The research reached
important results, including: the political corruption and graft were one of
the important reasons for hiding wealth, as senior officials thought that if
they showed their wealth, they would draw the attention of authority to
them, which might make them a target for monitoring and confiscation, so
they had to hide it in fear of authority. Torture and violence were the
predominant method for extracting wealth from their owners. Rather, the
violence affected their families in order to force them to confess the places
where they hide their wealth. The authority resorted to this so that they
would not die under torture and the authority lose their hidden wealth. In
addition, the Mamluk authorities' adoption of confiscation method when
isolating or arresting senior officials and Amirs led to the consolidation of
the concealing practice of wealth by its owners in the Mamluk era.

Keywords: Mamluk state, concealment of wealth, financial and
administrative corruption, confiscation, torture.
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