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Sultan Ghayath ad-Din Balaban and his Rule in the Islamic Mamluk
State of India (664-686 AH /1265-1287 AD)

Hesham A. el-Sisi

Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia
haelsisy@uqu.edu.sa

This paper deals with the biography and rule of Sultan Ghayath ad-Din
Balaban in the Islamic Mamluk state of India. Balaban left his homeland in West
Turkestan and was sold to Baghdad and moved to India to work as a waterman for
the Alttmish, Sultan of the Mamluks at that time. The paper sheds light on the
conditions that enabled him to rise in positions thanks to his diligence until he
reached the position of the Sultanate. Then it seeks to address the internal and
external conditions of the state during his reign, and discusses how he succeeded in
establishing security throughout the country, and gave great attention to stopping
the threat of the Mongols, in addition to his keenness on good relations with the
Abbasid Caliphate. The paper concludes by dealing with the civilizational aspects
of his era, especially the economic, cultural and social aspects.

Keywords: Sultan Ghayath ad-Din Balaban; Mamluk state; India; Mongol
threat.
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