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Non- Muslim Minorities in the Policy of the Prophet’s Wilat:
‘Amr ibn Hazm in Najran, as a Case Study
(10-11 AH/631-632 AD)

Awad Abdullah Sa‘d b. Nahee
University of Najran-Saudi Arabia
aaalasiri@nu.edu.sa

This study seeks to examine an important question of what kind of
policy that had to be adopted by the local governors of Muslim authority
during the time of the Prophet Muhammad — Peace be upon him - toward
non- Muslim communities who preferred to retain their faith as either
Christians or Jews. The study has, therefore, selected the province of
Najran as a case study due to the fact that this province was settled by
Christians, Jews and Muslim together and all of them were ruled by a local
Muslim ruler, ‘Amr ibn Hazm. The study sheds light on the arrival of Islam
in Najran and the submission of the two main powers in Najran, polytheists
of the Bant al-Harith ibn Ka‘b tribe and the Christian community, to the
Muslim rule. The decree that was offered by the Prophet to “Amr ibn Hazm
is the best source to examine this important period and the experience of
Muslim rule in such a multi-faith society. The study discusses in detail
aspects of ‘Amr ibn Hazm’s policy toward those non-Muslims — Ahl al-
Dhimmah - in major issues such as security, economic and social rights,
taxation system especially Jizyah and Zakah. The study is concluded by a
survey on political, social and economic impacts of ‘Amr ibn Hazm's rule in
Najran.

Keywords: The Prophet, Najran, ‘Amr ibn Hazm, Christians, Jews, Ahl
al-Dhimmah.
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University Press, 1984), Lewis, Bernard, The Jews of Islam (Princeton, N.J. Princeton

pp.20- 21, 62; Cohen, Mark, Under Crescent and Cross: the Jews in the Middle Ages
(Princeton University Press, 1994), p.52; Goddard, Hugh, A History of Christian-
Muslim Relations (New Amsterdam Books, 2000), p.67.

Lewis, op.cit, p.6.
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