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Perceptions of Western Women in the Era of the Crusades
in Light of Modern English References

‘Al M.A. Al-Nighimsht
History Department -Qassim University, Saudi Arabia
aalneghaimshi@hotmail.com

This paper shows the effective role of western women in spurring the
medieval crusades and clarifies the body of evidence that demonstrates their
role, and the fact that women joined the crusades as pilgrims, warriors or
affiliates to the camp. On the other hand, it sheds light on women's
contributions away from the battlefields and their impact on propaganda,
recruitment, funding, crusade organization and protection, in addition to
their role in caring for families and property and providing support for
Liturgical rituals in the Crusaders’ homes during the campaigns.
Furthermore, this paper tries to outline the social status of these roles, their
origins and their development, and defines the role of women within the
Crusader armies and in the larger context of the Crusader movement in the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries AD and beyond. In addition, it reviews
available studies and provides illustrative examples of the experiences of
many prominent women.

Keywords: Crusades; Crusader women; Latin sources; Arabic sources;
English references.
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