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The Role of Normans in the First Crusade
(490-492 AH /1097 — 1099 AD)

Sahar E. I. Elsayed
Qassim University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study deals with the role of the Normans in the First Crusade through the participation of
their various elements, whether from Normandy in northern France or Normans in southern Italy.
This participation came in what was first known as the Popular Crusade under the leadership of
Walter the Penniless, then in that of Princes, and among them were princes, nobles, knights and
priests. The Normans also contributed to the historical heritage of the crusade through a number
of historical sources left by their historians.

This is in addition to the military and leadership role of the Norman princes and their nobles,
which emerged from the beginning during the presence of the campaign in Constantinople and
then in Nicaea, and during many of the battles that took place between the Crusaders and
Muslims, at Dorylaeumn, Hergla and Cilicia, and its impact on the presence of the Armenians in
that region. then the battels around Antioch, Maarat al-Numan, Jerusalem, Ashkelon Galilee, the
decisive battle of Harran and the struggle of the Normans with the Muslims around Aleppo to
expand the borders of the Principality of Antioch, as well as their struggle with the Byzantines in
the province of Cilicia, and finally their struggle against the Provencal. Which reflects the extent

of the Norman influence on the fate of the Crusade.
Keywords: The Normans - Crusades - Antioch - Cilicia — Jerusalem.
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