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Correspondence between Sultan Masoud of Ghaznawi and Prince Qarakhani
Qadr Khan Yusuf and his sons
(422-432 AH / 1030-1040 AD)

Amal S. Alshamrani
Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

Correspondence and relations between the Ghaznavid state (351-582 AH / 962-1186
AD) and the Qarakhanid state (315-609 AH / 927-1212 AD) fluctuated between
hostility and excitement at times and peace, friendliness and kindness at other times. In
this study, the focus is on the correspondences between Sultan Masoud Al Ghaznavid
(422-432 AH / 1030-1040 AD) and the Qarakhanian Prince Qadr Khan Yusuf (415-423
AH / 1025-1032 AD) and his sons after him, which resulted in many correspondences
and delegations between the two countries to emphasize the spirit of friendship and
cordiality, and to sign an agreement between them to cooperate in repelling. This led to
the intermarriage between their rulers and the exchange of precious and luxurious gifts.
However, this stability did not last for a long time with Baghra Khan, the son of Prince
Qadir Khan Yusuf after his alliance with the Seljuk state (429-590 AH / 1037-1193 AD)
so as to invade the Ghaznavid state and share its lands. After negotiations and
correspondence with the Qarakhanian prince Arslan Khan and his brother Baghra Khan,
a peace treaty was concluded with Sultan Masoud in 428 AH / 1037 AD, and good
relations between them were restored.

Keywords: The Ghaznavid State, the Qarakhanid State, Sultan Masoud, Prince Qadr
Khan Yusuf, Correspondence.
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