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The Logic of Reforms in Tunisia
Through the Newspaper Al-Raed Al-Tounsi (1860- 1881)

Mohamed Bechir Rezgui

University of Tunis - Tunisia
Rezgui.medd@gmail.com

Abstract:

The logic of reforms in Tunisia during the second half of the
nineteenth century imposed on social actors a new approach to governance.
This logic assumed new social actors, management and institutions
(specialization/ bureaucracy/ employee selection ...) and new laws that
depend mainly on the variable of skills, individual capabilities and the logic
of modern management. All of these were at the expense of earlier criteria
such as nobility, family, and economic standing. That is why we notice a
discontinuity that has arisen with these reforms.

This paper shows the important role that Al-Raed Al-Tounsi
newspaper played in crystallizing the spirit of its time and the role of its
men in shaping developments and changes to overcome the “ceiling” of the
crises that Tunisia experienced during the nineteenth century. The new
leaders, or what has been termed as “reformers,” have raised awareness of
the importance of “social development,” and for this reason, Al-Raed was
an important platform for transmitting important, novel and innovative ideas
aimed at contributing to the change of Tunisian community for the better.

This is evidence that Tunisia had, before the imposition of the French
protection, an important set of foundations of modernity, which are the
expansion of the geographical and historical roles of social actors, and the
advancement of science, scientists and technology to the position of "value™
rather than the means in the field of health and treatment, as well as the
emergence of the precepts of capitalism and the consolidation of The "time
of nationalism", in addition to a very important factor, which is the state's
monopoly on legislation, especially its acquisition of the field of religion,
which led to the emergence of an administrative reform elite that gradually
began to replace the religious elite.

Keywords : Al-Raed Al-Tunisi newspaper; 19th century; new leaders;
Tunis; reform.
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