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Iranian Intelligence: its Establishment, Development and Tasks 1953-
1989 AD

Dr. Fahad Mohammad S. Alsultan
Qassim University, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: During the reign of the Shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the Iranian
intelligence service was one of the most powerful agencies in the Middle East.
After the Khomeini’s revolution, this apparatus underwent many changes until it
became one of the revolutionary’s key apparatuses on which the mullahs’ regime
depends in implementing its internal and external policies. This research is to
study the Iranian intelligence system from its inception until the death of
Khomeini, aiming for deeper understanding of the nature of the Iranian regime.
The main objectives of this research are to answer a number of prominent
questions: When did Iranian intelligence initiate? And what are its tasks? What is
its relationship with Western intelligence? What developments did this apparatus
endure after the Iranian revolution? What are the reasons for those changes?
What is the terrorist role of this system? What are the most prominent terrorist
acts carried out at home and abroad? In which countries this body is active? This
discussion will result in a better understanding of the nature of the Iranian
ideological system, and more accurate characterization of the intelligence tasks in
its various stages.

Keywords: Iran Intelligence, IRGC, Iran History, Iran Politics
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