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The Saudi-Qatari Border problem
Since its appearance during the reign of King Abdulaziz until its end
between the two countries

Muhammad bin Abdul Rahman Al Shiha
Imam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University — Sausi Arabia
Alshiha222@gmail.com

Abstract:

The border problem appeared in the Arabian Gulf region at the beginning of
the twentieth century. British colonialism had the largest role in creating it, and
then fueling it, and the problem of the Saudi-Qatari borders is the greatest
evidence of this. This research focuses on this problem, from its beginning until
the agreement between the two brotherly countries to solve it.

The research came in three sections. The first section deals with the
emergence of the problem of the Saudi-Qatari borders, the relationship of the
protection treaty between Britain and Qatar to this problem, the role of
exploration companies in fueling it, and the most prominent border areas over
which there was disagreement. The second section dealt with the effects of the
precursors that preceded World War Il, and their impact on the discussions
related to the problem of the Saudi-Qatari border between both Saudi Arabia and
Britain as a representative of the Qatari side. The third section dealt with the
practical steps that contributed to ending the border problem between the two
countries, since the Dammam Conference in 1371 AH/ January 1952 AD,
passing through the independence of Qatar in 1971 AD, which contributed to the
rapprochement between the leadership of the two countries, and ending with the
agreement. The historical agreement between the Saudi and Qatari parties to end
the border problem by signing the final demarcation of the border between the
two countries in Medina 1413 AH /1992 AD.

The research ended with a conclusion that dealt with the most important
results, including that the basis of the border problem began since the agreement
that the Ottomans and the British concluded to define borders between Najd,
Qatar and the rest of the Gulf emirates. One of the results is that Britain had a
major role in creating the border problem and exacerbating it, especially after the
temptations it found from companies working in the field of oil exploration. One
of the results is that Qatar's independence eventually resulted in the signing of the
border demarcation between the two countries.

Keywords: Border problem, Saudi Arabia, Qatar.
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(™) Political Diaries of the Persian Gulf, vol. 5, 1913-1914, News for The week ending Sat. 26th
July 1913, Local officials, P. 215.

("*) (1. O. R) L/P & S/ 10/ 384, from Viceroy, Foreign office, dated 1st august 1913, p.356.
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