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A New Reading of the Delegation of Surad bin ‘Abdullah Al-Azdi
(9 AH/ 630 AD)
A Critical Study of the Matn of Ibn Ishaq

Hasan bin Awad bin Mohammed Al-shehri
Taif University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study is concerned with analyzing the text of Ibn Ishag's narration about the
delegation of Al-Azd led by Surad bin ‘Abdullah Al-Azdi to Medina. It aims to highlight
the importance of the information contained in the delegations’ narratives, and to benefit
historians in investigating the facts of the written texts in front of the reality of
archaeological findings to open the way for historical writing in connection with the
evidence of tangible antiquities, away from the interpretation of the text through personal
diligence.

The introduction of the study deals with the importance of the subject, previous studies,
the study plan and its limits. It discusses also the definition of the delegations, the time of
their arrival and their objectives .The study is divided into three parts: the first provides a
critical study of the text, the second studies the reasons why al-Azd tribe fought against the
people of Jurash, and the third is a criticism of the text through archaeological findings.
The research concludes with the most important results, including: Many historians have
quoted narratives from references and sources that depended on the original text of Ibn
Ishaq, despite its contradictions with the Holy Quran and the prophet’s tradition (Hadith).
keywords: Biography of the Prophet, delegations, Surd bin Abdullah Al-Azdi, Al-Azd,
Jurash, Islamic history.
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