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The Greek literature in the Conquered Regions as A Source for Early Islamic
History: An Evaluation Study of The Sources that were recorded until the End of
the Umayyad Era
(13-123 AH/ 634-749 CE)

‘Awad Ibn Abdullah Ibn Sa‘ad Ibn Nahee
Najran University — Saudi Arabia
aaalasiri@nu.edu.sa

Abstract

The Greek was one of the most common languages among Christian communities in
the Syria, Egypt, and Ifrigiya during the eras of the Rashidun and Umayyad Caliphates.
Therefore, Greek was regarded as a language of an active writing movement among the
clergies of the Christian churches, which produced a literature that was preserved in
those churches before publishing a significant number of their items. Therefore, this
Greek literature represented as a source of early Islamic history because the writers of
this literature were contemporary to political, religious and intellectual changes
occurring over those conquered regions during more than a century. They record
important details about the Prophet Muhammad — peace be upon him-, some episodes of
Islamic conquests, early Islam in Jerusalem in addition to their early reflections about
Muslims and Islam itself.

As a result, Western scholars of early Islamic history realize the significance of this
Greek literature and employ it in their debates about this period of Islamic history.
However, most Greek literature was theological rather than historical works. Thus, it
involves of many problems that make it a question of study, evaluation in terms of the
accuracy of information, objectivity, importance and its value for the early Islamic
history in comparison to other types of Christian sources that dealt with the same
period.

Keywords: Islam - Christianity - Greek - Muslims - Saracens — Christians.
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